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ANNUAL  REPORT 

1950 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  1950,  my  first 
full  year  since  I  was  appointed  as  yourMedical  Officer  of  Health. 

Once  again,  the  vital  statistics  compare  favourably  with 
those  of  England  and  Wales.  Our  birth-rate  shows  a  slight  increase, 
and  although  the  death-rate  also  shows  a  slight  increase,  on  the 
previous  year,  it  is  still  well  below  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales. 
(Note.  The  Comparative  Death-Rate  is  an  adjusted  figure,  which 
allows  for  differences  in  the  local  age-groups  as  compared  with  the 
national  age-groups). 

Although  the  total  incidence  of  infectious  disease  fell  to 
55  (195  in  1949),  this  was  due  to  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  measles.  In  1950,  however,  the  national  epidemic  of 
poliomyelitis  affected  the  Island,  and  there -were  13  cases  (1  death) 
in  Sandown-Shanklin.  Certain  sections  of  the  national  press  gave 
unfair  publicity  to  the  cases  which  occurred  in  the  Island,  with 
little  regard  to  the  true  facts  and  figures. 

Tuberculosis  showed  an  increase,  by  one,  to  a  total  of  17 
cases,  and  there  were  six  deaths.  This  is  particularly  disturbing  in 
view  of  the  continued  shortage  of  houses  and  the  lamentably 
inadequate  number  of  sanatorium-beds  for  “open”  cases  of 
tuberculosis. 

Lack  of  houses  continues  to  be  a  considerable  anxiety  to  the 
Health  Department.  In  my  previous  report  I  referred  to  the  effects 
of  overcrowding  on  the  physical  and  mental  health  of  the  children, 
who  are  forced  to  live  in  these  conditions,  and  I  regret  to  report 
that  such  cases  are  continuing  to  come  to  our  notice.  A  number  of 
the  more  serious  cases  were,  however,  re-housed  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DONALD  WARREN  BROWNE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS 


(1)  GeneraL 


Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3,509 

Population 

...  ... 

12,790 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1949)  according 

to  rate  book 

... 

4,280 

Rateable  Value 

...  ... 

£135,783 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ... 

... 

£537 

(2)  Vital. 

Live  Births 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated 

resident  population  ... 

... 

12.7 

Comparative  factor  . 

... 

1.04 

Comparative  Birth  Rate 

...  ... 

13.2 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  England 

and  Wales 

15.8 

Still  Births  Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births 

Nil. 

Deaths. 

M.  F. 

Total 

95  99 

194 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000 

Estimated  resident  population 

...  — 

15.2 

Comparative  Factor 

... 

0.70 

Comparative  Death  Rate 

... 

10.6 

Death  rate  England  and  Wales 

... 

11.6 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

... 

Nil. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

M.  F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

4  1 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

Death  rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  30.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  31.8 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil. 
Deaths  from  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Measles 

Ophthalmia  Noenatorum  ... 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Whooping  Cough  ... 
Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ... 
Poliomyelitis  (Non  Paralytic) 


Admitted 

Total  Cases  to  Total 
Notified  Hospital  Deaths 
6  5  — 

2  —  — 

1  —  — 

25  1 


...  7  —  — 

...  6  5  1 

...  7  3  — 

Total  55  14  1 


AGE  AT  DATE  OF  NOTIFICATION. 


Age 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Meningo¬ 

coccal 

Infection 

Whooping 

Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

^Paralytic) 

|  Poliomyelitis 

(Non- 

Paralytic) 

Under  1 

— 

-  _ 

_ _ 

. 

_ 

_ 

- 

1  and  under  2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

0 

u 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1  y  M 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— .. 

5 

10 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

10 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

15 

•  »  >> 

20 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

20 

35 

- - 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

35 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

2 

— 

45 

” 

65 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

65  and  over 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

6 

— 

2 

1 

1 

25 

— 

— 

7 

6 

7 

FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS  —  NONE  NOTIFIED. 


DIPHTHERIA  PROPHYLAXIS 

Percentage  of  child  population  considered  to  have  been 
immunised  at  31.12.50. 

Under  5  years  of  age  —  54.2. 

Age  5  to  15  years  — -  71.6. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES 


DEATHS 


Non 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Age  Periods 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  ...  — 

. 

— 

_ 

- 

_ 

1—5  ...  _ 

— 

1 

. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

5—15  ...  __ 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

15  —  20  ...  — 

__ ___ 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

____ 

. 

20  —  25  ...  - 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

- 

- 

_____ 

25  —  35  ...  1 

5 

_ _ _ 

, 

6 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

35  —  45  ...  _ 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

45  —  55  ...  — 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

55  —  65  ...  1 

— 

_ 

1 

— • 

- - 

— 

_ 

_ 

65  —  75  ...  l 

1 

* _ 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

75  —  &  over  ...  — 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  3 

12 

2 

— 

*17 

. 

5 

1 

— 

6 

*  This  total  includes  5  transfers  from  the  mainland,  and  3 
cases  in  which  the  death  return  gave  the  first  information. 


Non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  (Schools  return)  : — 


Chicken  pox  . .  1 

Mumps  .  1 

Ringworm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Total  3 
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Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  of  Shanklin  is  derived  from  the  Chillerton 
wells  and  the  catchment  areas  at  Wroxall,  Oxlease  and  Greatwoods. 

Part  of  the  Rural  District  derives  its  supply  from  Shanklin 

sources. 

The  water  supply  to  Luccombe  village  is  obtained  from  the 
Saint  Boniface  Down,  and  is  pumped  to  the  area  by  means  of  a 
hydraulic  ram  which  raises  the  water  to  a  storage  reservoir,  from 
which  it  flows  by  gravitation  to  the  village. 

Sandown  draws  its  supply  from  the  River  Yar,  and  from 
Dyer’s  springs  at  Newchurch.  The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  of 
Pvyde  has  been  augmented  from  this  source  as  from  September,  1947. 

Bacteriological  examination  repeatedly  gave  satisfactory 
results  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  purity  of  the  supply. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATH 

There  is  only  one  public  swimming  bath  in  the  area,  at 
Sandown. 

During  the  year,  7  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to 
the  laboratory.  In  3  instances  B.  Coli  was  present  in  100  m.l.  of  water. 

Instructions  were  given  to  the  operators  for  the  cleansing  of 
the  bath,  and  steps  were  taken  to  increase  the  effectiveness  of  the 
chlorination.  This  was  achieved,  and  following  samples  showed  that 
a  highly  satisfactory  standard  for  bathing  purposes  was  maintained. 
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2. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
year  1950  for  the  Urban  District  of  Sandown-Shanklin  in  the 
County  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 

69 

28 

3 

and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

(ii)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 

enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority, 
(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

(Excluding  out¬ 

workers  premises) 

TOTAL 

69 

28 

3 

— 

2  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases 

were 

in  which  defects 

found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

ured 

By  H.M- 
Inspector 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

_ 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

“ 

temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

■ 

(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

1 

1 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

1 

— 

— 

"  -  - 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

1 

1 

- - - 

— 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 

1 

l 

offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

. . 

— 

■ 

— 

TOTAL 

5 

5 

— 

• — 

— 

6 


3. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


(a)  General  Sanitation 

Nature  of  Inspection  No.  of  Visits 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  338 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  236 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  147 

Petroleum  Installations  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(b)  Housing 

Under  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  229 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  .  527 

Verminous  Premises 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Visits  paid  to  the  above  houses  ...  ...  ...  43 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases 

Inquiries  .  19 

Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Miscellaneous  I.D.  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


4.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Visits  to 


Slaughterhouses 

'J 

J 

Butchers 

85 

Fishmongers 

10 

Grocers 

70 

Dairies 

30 

Ice-cream  Premises 

133 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

155 

Restaurants 

74 

Total  Visits  and  Inspections 

2,321 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 

58 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served 

13 

Total  number  of  notices  served 

71 

During  the  year  the  following  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were 
found  to  be  unsound  and  condemned  — 


Apricot  Puree 

82 

lbs. 

Bacon 

44 

lbs* 

Barley 

14 

lbs. 

Cooking  Fat 

20 

lbs. 

Crab  Paste 

4 

lbs. 

Eggs  . 

307 

lbs. 

Fish 

28 

lbs. 

Flour  . 

66 

lbs. 

Ham 

64 

lbs. 

Marshmallow 

28 

lbs. 

Marzipan 

112 

lbs. 

Meat  . 

9391 

lbs. 

Pears 

320 

lbs. 

Poultry 

298 

lbs. 

Tinned  Goods 

1,4441 

lbs. 

Tripe  . 

80 

lbs. 

Sweets 

74 

lbs. 

Total  weight  of  unsound  food  condemned 

3,925 

lbs. 

The  amount  of  foodstuff  condemned  once  again  shows  a 
considerable  decrease  on  the  previous  year  and  the  improvement  in 
the  standard  of  food  hygiene  generally,  appears  to  continue. 
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ICE  CREAM 


Sampling. 

Examination  of  Ice  Cream  samples  is  carried  out  at  the 
Pathological  laboratory  at  Ryde  Hospital. 

In  the  district  there  are  151  premises  registered  for  the 
Manufacture,  Storage  or  Retailing  of  Ice  Cream.  The  manufacture 
of  Ice  Cream  is  carried  on  at  7  of  these  premises,  3  of  which  use 
the  cold  mix  process. 

During  the  year,  46  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted 
for  examination,  with  the  following  results  : — 


Grade  I 

19  samples 

... 

.  41% 

Grade  II 

10  samples 

... 

.  22% 

Grade  III 

17  samples 

... 

.  37% 

Grade  IV 

0  samples 

... 

... 

46 

Total  ...  100% 

The  bacteriological  results  of  the  samples  were  not  as  high 
as  would  have  been  liked,  but  these  slightly  lowered  results  can  largely 
be  attributed  to  the  epidemic  which  affected  all  seasonal  business.  The 
sale  of  Ice  Cream  was  considerably  reduced,  and  this  resulted  in  Ice 
Cream  stocks  being  stored  for  greater  lengths  of  time  than  is  usual. 

It  is,  however,  gratifying  to  note  that  no  samples  of  Ice 
Cream  were  in  the  lowest  Grade,  and  no  samples  were  so  poor  as  to 
warrant  condemnation  of  the  stocks. 
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I.W.  Chronicle  Printing  Works, 
Sandown  69. 


